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Revermdi a«d dear Brethftni 

UNCE ve are under the highelV ObK- 

\ gatioD, as Minrfters and Stewards of 

\ Chrifl, faithfully to discharge in our 

I own Peifens, and to labour vitti our 

aitaolt diligence, that all others may (b dilcharge 

the Duties of the Cbtilliao Religion, as well (iich 

as concern the Faith once delwerej to the Saints,, as 

thofe which inore immediately relate to Praftice i 

I (hall delire leave under both thele Heads to lay 

before you, with all the Brevity and Plainnefs I 

^m able, a few things, which feem, at this time 

more clpecially, to call for your ferions Attention. 

I. To begin with Faith, the Foundation of all' 
ether Chriflian Duties. You cannot be ignorant, 
what Attempts have lately been made, and are ftill 
daily farther advancing, to dedroy Ibmc of the 
principal Do£ltiaes, not of ours only, bnt, of the 
(^tholick. Church inalTAgesj and, Iwi(h,,I could 
not lay, to Weakeiv and undermine all the reft : 
Ttefi thing! have mt been done in a Comer. 

A 1 Great 
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Great Indaftfy hath ;beerf ufe3i^-^y''tSa|ir^th 
too much Succeis, to revive the^r/W ,aiid fej;/- 
Ar'tan Hcrefies j and with the Profeflbrs thereof to 
unite almoO: all other Se^s of Chridians, however 
they may differ from one another as to Opinipn, 
in the lame vifiBte Cbrnhfumon?"" $omal^ inflead 
ofreje<3;ing thofe, who deprave the Chriftian Faith, 
as St. Paul commands ; or^ in obedienceto St.Jiyhff, 
of refuHng even to receive thern into. our, H^esy pe 
to bid them God fpeed ;'(ko\i\^ thisDetign prevail,! 
we mufl pray with them,^nd {)artake with them 
of the Lord's Table, and alTociate together iaall- 
other Parjsof religious Worfhip • and. thofe alone, 
will be reputed Schifniaticks, who (eparate thcmr 
felves from the Communion of Hereticks. 

Some have fb far proceeded in this Scheme of 
general Comprehention, or rather Confufion, as. 
to affert, that all forts of Error ,^ except thofe, which 
immediately relate to Pra^ice, are innocent and. 
unblameable. With thefe Men one may perhaps** 
deferve the Name of an Heretick, who outwardly 
profefTeth fomething he inwardly disbelieves, and 
in that fenfe condemns himfelf : but in any othei: 
cafe, befides this of acting dire<5tly againfl the 
Didates of Confcience, under which 'tis on all 
hands confeffed to be a Fault to defend the Truth 
itfelf, they plainly intimate, that there i^ no harm 
in maintaining even the DoArine of Mahfimei^ or 
any other ^^ tho* ever fb oppofite to the Chriftiaa 
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K^vela'ciaft. We muft ifl6t tiv&^re Aiitoh<fer -to* 
hear it affirmed,. that- itloi-^di^-fty b4 jteftify'd be-- 
fore God, ihett is no ne«l' O0a«y ihir>g m6rej. 
than to .ad agretably to <)&¥ W^fent inward Ptr- 

(for I- fiftd noi'l^depfioti niade}'^t*title Mfen to 
ec^ual DeggecB -©f-A^ivmo f avdttr,.' \V'h«nc€ it fel- 
lows.,] ehaf'rh^yHi^b'cle'nJe^/ «fr-6tf@d^iicifi^otu? 
Savioer, pro'i'idt<dc^tIiey'dld'^firwithbiit rtmoVfe oii 
hefifttjoft , ttiigfcicufefttv© sh ^qual Reward- x^ith 
tho(e, who are Martyrs for-hrm) i'-- '^' ■- :/ :-^ 
• . Wa 'Ki V€ ' beeiiia^c^ofti'd ,f 1 awdt'thi* agr 'b«aBly, 
to. the judgmeift <of'aii' other Cfciir<ches,- aiid tfee- 
moft cvidcn^:Prtndple6 :both :eif Nafiiral, and ftc- 
veal'dR:cJigio«a,''ifo<thihJ4 iffchc Ditty: bF'ChrriftifitK 
Princes; to mgit9Pa'ttv,G6d*5 nusfRiti^n Und V$rtite f, 
and the Church, our Mother, hath taught u*iat 
the Commonioo Office to pray, that all'mAuth9»^ 
rjiy under tbsm'xhi'^ do the fame; Now , if by; 
Qeditrke- Reli^n Qothiog be^meant, but tfaafr 
moi-.al^/'/«f ,. from which it is plainly diftingiii{h*d* 
ill this place, then our new-Mafters' m4y Mb'pei*-^ 
baps' albw-the Magiftntictoexecute this part or-his^ 
Office,' but, if God's- true' Religion^ ifignifies thaty. 
which it always hath /ignified among Chriftiaos,. 
the Worship of One crtie God, as oppos-'ci to rhatr 
of'Idols and felie iGodi.^ 1 .-enrJ the -Way uf Wor/hipv 
prelcrib'dia. thc'Holy Scfiptdce, id oppofition to> 

^ Heatheaiib 
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H^atheoiOa, and -other Superfttttoos ; or, if G^J't 
trui ReligtsH ba uoderftood to imply the BeJlief of 
Three Perfons^ ia Oae Godhead, of the lQcar;ia«> 
tioQ, Sufferings, aod Satisfaction of Chr't^^ of the 
Keiacredion of the Body, or of any other Ooi^rioe 
.ever ^9 plainly reveal'd by God ; then ic is openly 
declared, that for Chriftian Ma^iftrates to di(coa- 
ragp falfe ReligioHy even in the Icaft degree, or to 
£ivottr and encoorage that which is tmcy is to do 
Something highly inconfiftent both with the Na« 
tare add Ends of their own Authority, and %idi 
the Kingdom of Qtriil, 

Tbismay (eeni ftradge DoArine in aChriftian 
Country : but, fince the Faith was maintained for 
ieveral. Ages without the Favour or Prote^on of 
the Civil Magiilrate, they, who advance the(e and' 
the like novel Opinions, may perhaps be thought 
more excufable, if they endeavour to recompenfe 
for the lofs of theie temporal Advantages by their 
hearty Concern and juft Zeal for that Spiritual 
Poi^v , which our Lord hath left in his Church. 
Bntjinftead of thiSjthefeMeo defcribe the Church. 
rather as a Numbcx ofPirloDS disunited from, and 
independent on one another, than as an orderly 
Society under lawfialGovernours of divine, or ne- 
ceiTary Appointment ; and thus root up, as far as in 
chetaliem^ the very FoUddarioaof alliBcoIfcfiaflrical 
Aothority atooce.. it-might^ejniyibt: fbcwn, hbir 
by> ^ Scbcmesi lately puUifticd evttryr Bloanch of 

this 
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tb|sAiuWitybik(i& bfsea vter y much wienkfo-d^ftfid 
iRipapr'd J or, r^itii-er., cojtftHy. fiibvejwsd 1«wf i4«r 

of which I biwebeen chkiiy rpeakiQg, fr/;;. itiw 
(Qjbriiliaq Faith j in tbingf ir^liiftg to wi>ich ^ it- 

l^li h^^ thoi^h^ 9k9« <«nly highly .i9f^9«nir^(; 

\Kfi, dbiord latK) ioipr^ik^dblic > '&r the Chiiirdb to- 
have ai^y ibf t of Aochoriicy vbdribever . Our tcyva^ 

Chprch) ip^ecfl, ip h^r twifptii^h Afiicle harh 

CKpre^y ^cf^Uj'ed , .th<a£ ^)&^ Church hgtbjfHfkority 
in Cotftroverfies of Faith : 2^4 ihereCbrc fomc of 
tbeai, who do pot approve this PaiTigc., have 
tak^n gfeaf paios to perikAck the World, that it 
W4S oot originally io tCke An^ide, hiK li^ferfted there 
by foqae, vho dSFe^ed more Pjonrer, chap of rtghr 
belopged to theoi: but : this Atceipptp^tineceed- 
sog ^cordipg to their Xhfms , lAic M ftlura^^ 
^>e4k of it with fwh R«(ervfltioQ$ avd Brafiom,, 
a$ plaialy (hew they heartily wilh it were (quite - 
6jcp«fig'4* Ooe of the ^hief Cavfes pf their Com«- 
pUi«t, i$ the ^it^igiog Meo to dedire their AdBleiic: 
tf> Hmutn DecifitmSf as they ace caU'd ; that iii,. 
tf} Artffiks of Faitb^ <>r Podraoe, wbich^ hovotcrr 
dearly dedocwl. fiofv tlk Heity ^rifitvres, are: not- 
Ibpad iheite tP eau^re^ W^fids. For, wiien nffH 
kwmed Mii mJMk Men , ' to ufe the Wordis of> 

fiv^iBififi^ it woa alwa^ .<9»fl««iKiffy> >evfltt firoip tlie* 
mpftMrnklYe Ages* % the Chnrfib, ; io 'boJer «6 



|rrcventthe (jjreadirig of fach Infedions, to require 
tier Meftibefs, iefpfeciaUy iuch of the«i as had b«ra 
diftidguifh^d • by aby pubiitk Chara<aer', to mike 
an open and folemn.GoDfefnoa of their Faith ; not 
in the very Words of Holy Scripture, which had 
been perverted ' and mifanderftood , becaufe that 
Would have been inefFe<5tuai to the purpose' intended ; 
but in others more fully, and diftindly (ctting forth 
the true Senfe and Interpretation of thofe Words. 
With this view it was, that thd Fathers of Nice 
inlerted into theirCreedthofeClaufes, which de- 
clare the true Divinity of our Blefled Lord, againft 
/^rius i that' not Ibng after,, in oppofition to the - 
Herefy of 'Mdcedonius ^ others" Wtve added -by the 
General Council of Conftantimpky to aflert the 
Divinity of the Holy Spirit j and that in the next 
Centuryy tho* do farther Change Vas Inide in the 
Creed, other Declarations of the true Faith, con- 
cerning the Incarnation of Chriji, and the perfb- 
nal Union of his two Natures, were compoled by 
gencratSymbds aflfembled ^tEpbe/usandCha/cee^lfn ; 
when the two oppofite Herefies bf Neflorius and 
Eutyches firft (hew'd themfel vcs in the World. W 
chefe later Times, indeed', «his'' Authority'; hath' 
been; very much abufed: inftead'of'Artfclfes of 
Faith, Men have been compelled to declare their* 
Affent, not only to disputable -Opinions^- but to- 
fiich, as- ace evidently wntraty,- •?ls'''Wfcll' to thev. 
Principles 6f natural Reafbtv, as to the Holy Scrips 
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ttire$, and the DofbriQe of the befl Ages ; and 
thofe worthy Men, whom God endued with P ower 
from on high, to withftand thefe uojuH: Impofi- 
tions, have been expofed to as many and great 
Tryals, as even the nrd Chriftians endured in the 
Heathen Perfecqtions. Thefe Pradices, together 
with the Principles from which they proceed, can 
hardly be too much detefted. But fhall we then, 
inftead of reforming theife or the like Abufes, quite 
difcard that facred Authority which hath been aba* 
(ed ? If this be always held for a certain Conjle- 
quence, that nothing mud be retained, which hath 
been perverted to any evil purpoie ,• what Infti- 
tucion is there in the World , how facred fbever, 
or necefTary to the Welfare of Mankind , which 
muH; not immediately be abolifli'd ? Parents muil 
lofe their Authority over their Children ,* Mafters 
over their Families; Princes over their Subjedis; 
and ail other Rights, whether divine or human, 
mud be utterly extinguiih'd. The fatal Miflakes 
of the Church of Rome, may Coon convince every 
confiderate Man, how dangerous it is to impofe on 
others the Inventions of any Perfbn whatsoever for 
the Precepts of God. *Tis far therefore from my 
defire to have the Church, by (uch Methods as thefe, 
reduc'd within more narrow bounds, than our Lord 
himfelf hath conEn'd it ; into whofe bofbm,! rather 
wifh, and he is no Chriftian who doth not heartily 
wi(h, that, if it were poflfible, all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth might be admitted; that, asiitAdsim 
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ttn died I fo in Clirift ali might be made alive. And 
fbme where or other there muft needs be a very 
great fault, when any one of the meaneft Believers 
is excluded from Communion, who defires to em- 
brace it on the Terms which God hath preferib'd : 
but (hbuld it once be allow'd , that whoever ftiall 
tibnfefs the Holy Scriptures^ I do not (ay to be di- 
vinely infpired, which feems not to be iniifted on, 
and hath fbmetimes been openly denied, but only 
to be true ; whereby, perhaps j nothing more is 
often meant than may juftly be aflirm'd of other 
hiftcyrical and moral Book$, in which there is a 
Mixture of human Frailty and Miftake j If, I fay, 
it be allow'd, that whdcver in this, or any other 
the like Senfe, itall ov(rn the Scriptures to be true,, 
whilft at the fame time he manifeftly perverts fbme 
of the nidft important Truths therein reveal'd „ 
inuft thereby be made capable, not bnly of any 
Office or Impldyn:letlt in the State , df which i 
am not (peaking, but of Communion, and of any 
cither Privilege, intheChufchj which is the thing 
iim'd at ; then miy Arians, Sociniamy with other 
Scdarics, Ehthii(iaft$ iand Hereticks of all Deno- 
*ninations, be protnoted even to the very chief 
Placeis of Ecclefi^ftical Authority and Trufl:. In 
iDther Societies no Man is admitted to any publicic 
Imployment, till he hath (irft engaged himfelf by 
Iblemn Oaths to difcbarge it With due Care iand 
Fidelity : How hitd then is the Pate of the Church,, 
ifthofeare tobe her Guides aiid JK^uleris, who, for 
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any Ptoof or AfTi^raace given to the contrary, may 
be he^ <9\oft inveterate Enemies, and disbelieve al- 
ipofl: every Article of that holy Faith, whereon flic 
is founded. I fliould be heartily ibrry to have tniC- 
reprefented any Man in tihe World ; bat, as far as 
I am able to judge, this is the plain DeHgn, the 
natural ^nd dired; Tendency, o£ that happy an^ 
gioriqus' State of liberty, as it is faitely called, or 
ratiher, as indeed \t is, of that,mi(erable DKorder, 
.Vihich fpme of.late have with ,{0 puch eartieftnei^ 
laboured to introduce ^mong us. 

Thefe, however, ar« only the yain Wiflies of 
fuchas .are not fatisfied w|th that epccellent ,and 
primitive Conftitution, vnjch the pious C^re of 
cur Forefathers, through the peculiar BUflipg of 
xiivineProvidencje, h^th left us : this being, undej: 
Gpd's Protedion, our Security, that no M^n is, or 
can be, ordain'd even to the loweft.Ecclenaftjlcal 
Office, or allowed to ferve any (pirimal Cure, who 
hath not Brfl: (blemnly declared, hfs unfeignjed A(^ 
fent, and firm Adherence, toth to the Do^rine 
^nd Difcipline of the Chjarch of.Engia»d, as now 
by Law happily eftablifli'd. Thefe are thJe Land- 
marks, over which 'tis not poflible for any Man 
to pais without manifefl Self-contradi^ion , who 
in any point of contiderable moment diifents from 
us : but wemuft not wonder, if the beft,Prov|{ions, 
which human wifdom hath been able to contrive, 
are fbmetimes eluded by luch, whpfe aim it is, 
•either to bring in aa i^i^onnded Liceaticmfheis of 
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Opinion ^ or to reconcile their own Herefies, I do 
not fay, with the Dodrines, for which they feem 
not to be much concern'd, but with the Prefer- 
ments of the Church. 'Twas a free Confeflionof 
Soc'tnuSy that he thought himlelf at Hberty to deny 
our BlelTed Lord's SatisfaBion -y fince that Expret 
iion doth not occur in the Holy Scriptures : but 
that, if the very Word had been found there, he 
fhould have contriv'd (bme way to evade it ,• be- 
caufe the Dodrine feem'd to him inconfiftent with 
Reafbn. The fame, or, if poffible, greater Liberty 
hath been uled in perverting the true fenfe of the Li- 
turgy and Articles of the Church : otherwi(e, how 
could it come to pafs, that profefs'd Ar'tans ^ould 
fiibfcribe to the Nicene and Athanaftan Creeds, and 
in the laft of thefe to their own exprefs Condemna- 
tion ,• or that they, who, as well in their publick 
Preaching and Writings, as in their private Con- 
verfation, are known conftantly to aflert, that the 
Son and the Holy Spirit are neither the fame in 
Subilance with the Father, nor equal to him in 
Glory, Power, or any other Attribute, ihould de- 
clare in the Words of the Communion Ojffice, that 
in the ever BlelTed Trinity there are three Perfom 
in one Subfiance \ for that which we believe of the 
Glory of the Father, • the fame we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghofl, without any Difference or 
Inequality ? To enumerate all the Shifts and Eva- 
fions, which are u(ed on this and the like Occa- 
(ions, would be next to impoflible ,■ theie being 

varied 
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varied fof thfe fake of every new Herefy, and ac- 
cording to every Man's Fancy, or pecaliar way of 
thinking : not to fay, that, like other IVorh of 
Darknefsy they are for the moft part carefully con- 
ceal'd from publick Notice. But there is one, 
which, if applied in its full extent, may (erve in* 
flead of all the reft. It is this ; that all Subicrip- 
tions, and other Declarations of Affent, are to be 
made with this tacit Refervation j viz. fo far, as 
they are agreeable to the Holy Scriptures : or, 
which effedually anfwers the fame purpofe, that 
they may be underftood /» any Senfe agreeable to 
the Scriptures, even when this Senfe is notorioufly 
repugnant both to the natural Signification of the 
Words, and to the manifefl Intention of thofe who 
impofe them : Which is faid to be highly reafo- 
aaole, efpecially among ProteflantSj whofe fun- 
damental Principle this hath always been, that 
nothing ought to be received as an Article of Faith, 
which is not plainly proved by the Scriptures. 
Now there might be fbme colour for this Pra(5tice, 
had our own, and other reform'd Churches, de- 
clared their Allowance of it: But this is not pre;- 
tended; and had any fuch thing been deiigned, 
inflead of long Confeffions of Faith confiding of 
many Articles , wherein , befide other Errors and 
Herefies , thofe of the Church of Rome are ex- 
preHly condemned, it would have been fiifficient, 
in one Article, or Propofition, to have aiTerted 
the Truth of the Holy Scriptures : this being the 

utmoft 



^atmoft, to \^hicli any Declaration of AfTent, un- 
der the before mentionM Refervation , dot*h a- 
mount : and , in this fen(e , the mod warm and 
rigid Advocates of 'Popery may fafely fiibfcribe to 
to all the Dictates of Luther y or Calvm. But, he 
that would be iatisHed, how far this Practice is 
agreeable to the Forms of Subfcription ufed a- 
mongft us, may have recourse to the Thirty Sixth 
Canofty where (bmeofthem are thus exprelTed; That 
the Book of Common Prdyer conta'meth in it nothing 
contrary to the Word of God: And again ; That -he 
alloweth the Book of Articles — and acknowledgeth 
ally and every y the Articles therein cotttainedy being 
in number Nine and Thirty y to 4?€ agreeable to the 
Word of God. To which things every Subfcriber 
is obli^d, for the avoiding of Ambiguity y to declare 
his AlTent in this manner : I do willingly y and ex 
animo, fubfcrihe to thefe Articles y and to all things 
that are contained in them. So that the Refer va- 
tion, before (poken of, I being here inferred, the 
Subfcription muft be thus under flood : I do wil^ 
Unglyy and from my Hearty profefs, that the Book 
of Common Prayer y fo far as it is agreeable to 
Gods Wordy containeth nothing in it contrary to the 
Word of God; and, in the next place, I achtow^ 
ledge ally and every one ofy the Thirty Nine Articles y 
fo far as they are agreeable to the Word of Gody to 
be agreeable to the Word of God, What thoughts 
mufl thefe -Men have entertained of the Under- 



ilanding, or Integrity of their Superiors; who per- 
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fuade them/elves, that they require, or allov 
them , ia one of the moft ferioos A^^irs in the 
World, thus to trifle? Neither is there any juft 
caufe, why the Benefit of this Evaiion fhould not 
be made ule of in Popifli Countries, a^ well a^ Pror- 
teflaot : for, tho' the PapiAs believe Ttad^tion to 
be a iuficient Ground of Faith , yet they do not 
believe that Scripture and Tradition contradi^ each 
other : and their beft Writers maintain, that all their 
Traditions, are contained in the written Word of 

- * . 

God ; tho', perhaps, not ib ciearly and fully', as to 
be made Articles of Faith before the Decidpn of 
the Church. Here then is a Principle, which, had 
itbeenfoirmeriywcil uoderflood, might have (aved 
the Lives of manythouiands of Proteftants j who,, 
by faying only within themfelves^ that they in- 
tended nothing diii^reeable to the Scrip^jires, mi^t 
lafely have fet their hands to th&Dod:rine of Tran- 
•fiibftantiation , Purgatory , Invocation of Saints,., 
and whatfaever elle hath been. decreed, either by 
that of Trent, or any other Popi{h CounciL But to 
advance a little farther : There being no Principle, . 
wherein both Proteftants and Papifts, and all the 
reft of Mankind, do more universally agree, thap- 
this, That nothing, repugnant to Truth, ought tp 
be believed ; which no Man in his rightSenf^s ever 
«peftion'd ; to make this refervation,. That we zi- 
Knt BO farther than is agreeable to Truth, ^ whicfi? 
Ibme have done, as I have been informed, will in 
all refpe^ be as confiflent both with Keafbn, ao<i< 
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Religion, as this, That we alTcnt no farther, than 
is agreeable to Scripture : Which being once allow- 
ed, what is there lo abiurd, or (b impious, to which 
we may not (ubfcribe ? In the Mahometan Coun- 
tries we may receive the Alcoran j in thofe of India ^ 
the Doctrine of the Brahmam ; and profefs all other 
Schemes of Superftition or Idolatry, which are found 
in any part of the World. Neither muft we ftop 
here ,• there being no juft Reafbn, why the fame 
Arts andEvaflons, which are lawful in the mod fb- 
lemn Affirmations, ihould not be permitted in Oaths 
alio. He therefore, who renounceth upon Oath 
all foreign Jurifdidion in fpiritual AfiFairs, mufl be 
allowM a Refervation for the Papal Authority, as 
far, as he thinks this to be agreeable to God% 
Word : He that fweareth Allegiance to his Prince, 
may do it with a Salvo to the Duty he owes to any 
other Pretender, whom he thinks to have a bet- 
ter Right : and, tho* this Right fhould be expreffly 
abjured, yet among Chriflians, and thofe Proteftants 
too, no Abjuration whatever muft be farther ex- 
tended, than is confiftent with the Holy Scriptures. 
Here then is an end of all mutual Truft and Confi- 
dence : And I might now appeal to the Confcience 
of every one who hears me, whether there ever was 
a more daring and barefaced Infiilt, on theChriftian 
Religion, fhall I fay, " or rather on the commoh 
Senfe, and common Honefty, of Mankind ? But 
having laid thefe things before you, I fhall forbear 
all farther Exaggeration ; not doubting of your 
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hearty aod zealous Concarrence with mcto-iani/h, 
and drive away all erroneous andfirat^e Do&rine^ 
contrary to God t Word i as all of us, at our re(pe<^iYe 
Ordiaacions, have (blemnly vowed to do. 

What farther Practices or Opinions may here- 
after he introdaced by thefe Methods, cannot 
certainly be known : fince from what hath been 
faid it appears, that there is no Merely whatfbever, 
which may not thus be reconciled , as well with 
the Subfcriptions and Declarations we have made, 
as with any others, which can be deviled. But I am 
in hopes that, in the opinion of every true Son 
of this Church, it will be a (ufScient Confutation 
of all Innovations, which have been, or hereafter 
(hall be, advanced, to fay with St, Paul^ We have 
no fuch Cufonty neither the Churches of God ,• or, 
in the Words of our BlefTed Lord j From the Be- 
ginning it was not fo. To become the Author of 
new Hypotheses in Religion, or to call thoife Do- 
brines into ^ueilion, which have always been firm- 
ly believed in the Church, even from the mod early 
Ages to our Times, favours more of the Pride and 
Arrogance of (bme vain-glorious Philofbpher, who 
by making flrange Difcoveries, and contradiding 
the reft of the World, (eeks x.^ raife in others a great 
Bfleem of himfelf, than of the Humility of a good 
Cbrjftian ; whofe chief Glory confifls in the entire 
Kefignation of his Underftanding, and the fledfafl 
Belief of all the Truths^ which God hath revealed 
to him , whether he doth, or doth not, clearly 
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comprehend! them. 1 /peak not of Impfovcment* 
in the libtral Arts, and Sciences ; \^hich had theif 
fife from Stndy and Obfervation, an\d therefore moft 
be advanc'd, and perfeded in the fame Method : 
Whereas the Chriftian Religion having been com- 
pletely pablifh'd to the World by our BleiTed Lord, 
and his Apoftles, no Addition can be made to it 
without a new Revelation. Here then is no room' 
for Invention or Difcovery : but, on the contrary, 
if any Dofitrine be new j if it be not truly primitive 
and Apoftolical ; we may, fafely, without farther 
Examination, rejed it as falfe and fpurious, and 
no part of the Fdhh once delivered to the Saints, 
>^hencc our beft Writers, as well in their Contro- 
verHes with the Papifts, as with other Sectaries and 
Hereticks, conftantly appeal to the Judgment and 
.^radice of the -Church in the next Centuries after 
the Apoftles : which, as Aie had better Means of 
Informiation, than can be pretended to in any (iic- 
ceeding Age, fo cannot reafonably be fuppos'd, ei- 
ther through Negligence or Defign, and this, in all 
Parts of the World at once, to have deprav'd it, 
whilft her Paftors, and other chief Members, were 
daily iufifering Martyrdom in its defence. But few 
there are, or rather none at all, as far as I have 
been able to obferve, who reftife to allow the Tc- 
ftimony of the primitive Writers its due Weight and 
Authority, fuch only excepted, as have not read 
them, or are afraid of their Evidence ; andj there- 
fore, in ordett^divertiiifirom the true Senie of the 
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Holy $ci;iptnii<e^, ia.dilcoveripg which, thofelntcr- 
pr,et€J5 jiayc cgm^uonjly the befi ^ccefs, who mod 
carefully compare them, with other Books of the 
fame or the next Ages , as the bed Criticks always 
do in explaininjg, other Authors, would ftridtly con- 
fine us to the mere Words, becauic^ere alone, and 
unlupported, may more eafily be forced to .counte- 
nance their Innovations. 

II. Bc^t, fince 'tis in vain to believe well without 
living well, and the Defeats in our Pradice are as 
great and as many, to fay no more, as thoie ia 
our Faith and Dodkine : I muft not conclude ihis 
Difcourfe , wherein fb much has been faid of the 
latter, without a due regard paid to the formen 

Some indeed havedefcrib*d Theology as aScience 
rather (peculative than practical, and defign'd more 
for the information orour Underftandings , than 
for the Regulation of our Lives and Behaviour. : as, 
on the contrary, others feem to think, that pro- 
vided our Lives be agreeable to God's Word , 'tis 
. of no confequence to our Salvation, what Notions 
. we entertain concerning any Point, which relates 
to Speculation or Belief. But, if we have recourfe 
.to the Holy Scriptvires, our beft and only fafe Guide, 
we fhall there find, that, as on the one fide, U^e 
arejufiified by Fa'ahy and He that believetb and is 
bafttfSdy Jbifllbefinfdi but he ^ that believeth not^ 
/hall be damrfd: (6, on the other. Faith without 
ff^ortts is dead i and, Jfithout Bolittefs no Man fhall 
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fee the Lord, There (eems, indeeJ, to me, to be 
no Article of Chriftiaa Dodrioe, which doth not 
jfbme way or other tend to Pradice : but, however, 
the time will fliortly overtake all of us, wherein wc 
{hall experimentally find, how fruitlefs it will be to 
thofe Men tdv have thought rightly of the Divine 
Nature, Pcrfbns, and Attributes, with other Myfte- 
ries of Religion j or to have comprehended the 
whole Scheme of moral Duties ^ and to have been 
able, in all Ca(es and Occurrences, to determine 
exadly what was fit both for themfetves and others 
to do J who Held the Truth tn Urtrighteoufnefs, 
Some, who bear no good will to our facred Fun- 
Aipn , have reproached us for ihewing too much 
Zeal for the fpeculative or doctrinal, and too little, 
or none at all, for the practical Parts of Religion j 
for purfuing with great heat and violence thofe, 
who diffent from us in fbme Points of mere Opi- 
nion ; whilft we connive at the very worft of Crimes 
in others, and even encourage them by our own 
bad Examples. Now (hould thefe, or any other 
falfe Imputations, prevail with us to remit any part 
of that juft Zeal and Concern for the great Truths 
of the Chriftian Religion, which becomes the SteW' 
ards of the Myjier'tes of Chriff j this would be a ma- 
nifeft Breach of our Truft, and our Enemies would 
boaft of their Succe/s : but, . hence wc may learn, 
what fevere Cenfures would fall ujppn us, mould it 
not appear from our publick Dilcoorfes , our nri- 
vate Admonitions, and, from the whole Ccnrfe of 

our 



our Behaviour, tEat oar 2^al is aoiform and im-^ 
partial ; that we have the fame AverHon and Ha* 
tred to all forts of Vice and Immorality, which we 
j'uftly expref^ againfl Herefies and Schifms ; and 
make it our fincere and confbant Endeavour, that in 
the great Day of Accounts, the People, whom God' 
hath committed to our charge, may be found, as 
well unblameable in their Lives , as orthodox in; 
theirFaith. Fas eSi &' ab hofte doceri, 
- As to our own Lives, it will perhaps be needlefs 
to put you in mind, that many Eyes are upon us; 
that our Words and Adions are narrowly watch'd 
and obferv'd j that our Frailties and Imperfedions 
are for the moft part highly aggravated ; and even 
our moil innocent Behaviour often very much tra- 
duced and mifreprefented ,* fbthat, in order to pre- 
ferve in others fuch an Opinion and Efteem of us, 
as is neceffary to the fucceisfnl difcharge of our holy 
Office, there is need of great Prudence andCircum- 
fpedion, and we muft abfta'm not only from all 
hvily but from the mod remote appearance of it. 
I atti afraid there are every where too many, who 
commit many things, which they would highly 
condemn in us ; and feem to think feveral great 
Duties incumbent on us, from which they are 
woat to excufe themfelves. Which dangerous 
Miflake might eatily be corre(5bed by looking into 
the Holy Scriptures j where they would fbba find, 
that all of us, the People, as well as the Priefb, are 
to be judg'd by the. fame Law; that the fame 



Dattes, thoie'.cxccptecl sdiich belong .to oar $4.cer- 
dotai Office, are eojoio'd, aod the dpae Siii$ Ibrr 
bidden to both ; aad that, ia Qrder to Salvation, 
both are to be po£re{$'d of the fame Graces aod* 
Virtoes. But thisj^iay inform as, how great the 
Offence would be, fhould any remarkable DefeA 
appear in our Converfation ; and, how impoiTible 
it would prove for us to excite in others that uq« 
afFeded and hearty Zeal for troeKeligion and Vir- 
tue, that Contempt of the World, and thoie hea- 
venly Difpoiitions, which are eifential to the Chri- 
fttan Life, fliould we oar feLves be addicted to any 
fort of Vice, or immers*d in worldly Cares and 
SuHnefs ; ^nd behave our felves, not as Strangers 
and Pilgrims y but like thofe who have taken up their 
Reft, and enjoy their full Portion, in the prefent 
Life. And we muft farther remember, that being 
plac'd in our relpedive Cures, as the Guides of o- 
thers, we ought not to concent our felves to live 
after the manner of common Chriftians, but fhould 
ftrive to excel in all forts of Virtue j that all the 
People whom divine Providence hath .committed 
to our charge, may in our Pra^ice daily behold 
an exad Pattern of their own Duty ; and that the 
/ame thing, which St. Paul fpeaks of himfelf, may, 
in fbme good degree and proportion, be apply'd to 
every one of us i Be ye Followers of me j aslal/bam 
QfChri§i, This the fame Apoftle requires of 7/- 
moth^y whom he left at Ef befits to govern the 
Church in his ab^ace j Be thman Example of the 
V Believers^ 



Believers f fapys he, m fVord, m Contferffltion ^ m 
Charity, in Sptrki in Faitif, in Purity : AmJ it is 
no more, thad wbtt w;? aodertodk at our Adini{!k>a 
into holy Orders ; Wheti, in the prefence of God 
and the Church , we fblemniy .vow*d , To be dili' 
gent to frame dnd fajhion our ownfelves, andot&Fa" 
milies, according to the DoBrine of Chrifi ; and to 
thdke^ both ourfehes and them, as much as in us lieth^ 
who^me Examples arid Patterns to thefhck ofChrifi, 
I have already too far trefpafs'd oo your I^atieoce; 
and, therefore, (hall detain you no longer, thaii t(> 
pat yon in mind of one thing farther, which al way* 
highly becomes the Mtntfters of the Gofpel , and 
(eems now after fb many Rebellions, and fb many 
Preparations for Rebellion, efpecially neceifary ;; 
that you promote, as far as in you lieth, in all thofc^ 
\Hio ire under your care, a Spirit of true Peace ind 
Lore towards one another, and of hearty A&^iot» 
and Loyalty to that great and good Prince^ whoia 
it hath pleas'd the Dih^ihe Providence to fet 6ver us* 
His Majefty's Arms, thro' the Bleffing of God, hav« 
often conquered the Enemies of our happy Eftablifh* 
ment: .but, 'tis.ftilUeft to your Perfuauon and good 
Example, thro' the fame Bleifing to convert their 
Hearts : tho' it icenns. very ftrangd and fiir^ifing>. 
Ihere ihould be any difficulty in prevailing \lrith- 
Men, where both Intereil and Duty d^aw the fame 
way, and iio Temptation lies On. the other. iide« 
For, were all the Grievances put together, which 
(uch Men complain of, as are mon difcontented 
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tiud^t oTJttitnoar with the pre(efltSeateof AiFairs''^ 
how iqcbafiderable would they be ^uDd, Iwheoput) 
in the balance with thofe UQaVoidable Calamities, t 
which a few Days (pent in Civil Wars would- Bringi 
upon us?- Wehaveihefamekeltgion (thanks he to: 
God } the fame Civil Properties, and for both tliefe . 
defame (not to jfay much greater) Security^ fcfti 
which we, with our Fathers, have long been eniricd . 
by other Nations : and (faonld we, without the lei(b 
neceffity, and thro' mere Wantonneis, deliverupall 
tbe(e into the hands of One, who, as far as yet ap^ 
<ars, hath never given the lead Affurance, that£e[ 
rath any Intention to continue them to us, . and bVi 
fhe <:onAant and well known Maximsof hisKeiitioa' 
is oblig'd to do the contrary.; this would bedKo an. 
Infatuatioii, as hath no Example in any former Age/ 
and would fcarce be credijred byPofterity; . I (halt' 
therefore (um up this whole Bifcoutie in the:{hort^ 
but mo^ wife and (eafbnable. Advice of Kingi^/t^ 
mors : My Sotty fear tbofi the Lord, : and i^ King^ 
Mfid medieUe not 'with them, that are ^en to. chldiigd :'. 
For their Calamity jfha/l rife /idddetilyi -and -vi^ot 
ht^!a>eth'the Rim of them botk? !Pr6y. xxiv: .ir^i-Li^- 

• • -<- -♦ "■%•**•" * '' •«'<• "'t *-»#^««' 

t\)/M noTu; .Brethren y I commend' ydtt to <xW; 
ukd to the Word of hit Grace ; whicio is able to bwM 
you up, and to^ give. you*an .Inheritance. among, all 
fifM:^^ whicb-'arefan^fied,. A^tAJXa^i, 
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